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precedent at such a time of dealing so lightly with a
.Royal Charter! How far wiser had it been to bear any
amount of inconvenience from the defects of the existing
fabric, rather than attempt its reconstruction at the very
moment when the storm was raging round it!

These two important Bills were not the only ones that
passed this Session in single reference to the Colony of
Massachusetts. It was imagined that no fair trial could
be had within the limits of that province of any persons
concerned in the late disturbances; it was therefore en-
acted that during the next three years the Governor might
have the option of transferring any persons so accused to
be tried in any other Colony, or even in Great Britain.
There was likewise a Bill to regulate the government of
Canada, or as it was termed the " province of Quebec," and
to define its boundaries, which were enlarged in the di-
rection of the back settlements, by including all the lands
not subject to any previous grant nor comprised in any
previous Charter. The Governor, General Carleton,
being examined before the House of Commons, stated
that the Protestants in the province were then not quite
400 in number, while the French inhabitants, all Koman
Catholics, amounted to 150,000.* It was to the peace
and good government of the latter that the Bill was
mainly, and surely in strict justice, directed. Its pro-
visions in no degree practically touched any of the dis-
satisfied Colonies. But since it authorized and sanctioned
the Roman Catholic Faith, as held at that time by an im-
mense majority of the people in Canada, it afforded on
that account a topic of invective and complaint to the
Protestant zealots of New England.

During the progress of all this legislation, levelled so
directly at the town of Boston, the news that came from
thence was by no means of a soothing kind. At the
close of February another ship freighted with Teas (it
was named the Fortune, and commanded by Captain
Graham,) having anchored in Boston Harbour, the in-
habitants with great deliberation proceeded to unload the
tea-chests, and to cast their contents into the sea. Well
might Lord North exclaim at the news: " Is this, Sir

* Parl. Hist. vol. xvii. p. 1368.